
The SESK Party Game
STUFF EVERY DOG OWNER SHOULD KNOW

How to play (30 seconds)

1. The reader reads a card and its three answers out loud.

2. Everyone says "One, two, three, Goldilocks!" and holds up 1, 2, or 3 fingers.

3. The reader flips the card and reads the answer and the Why.

4. Everyone who was right takes a point.

5. The reader reads the joke with a straight face. Anyone laughs or groans? The reader

takes a point. Nobody got it right? The reader takes a point.

6. Pass the deck left. Most points when the points run out wins.

What you need

These cards and the point tokens on the last two pages. No tokens? Use coins, buttons,

pebbles, or marshmallows. 3 to 10 players, ages 8 and up.

Expert rule: Bet It

Before the reader flips the card, you may put one of your points on your answer. Right: take

your normal point plus one extra. Wrong: your bet goes back to the pile. That's it.

Printing

Print single-sided, on cardstock if you have it. Cut on the dashed lines. Each card is a 3.5 x 5

inch index card. The answer half is upside down on purpose, so the table can't peek.

Cards 1 to 50 of 153. More cards and the free daily online game at sesk.info. Built 2026-10-

12.



DOGS

Which of these is a core vaccine that is
recommended for every dog?

A Lyme disease

B Bordetella

C Rabies

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CRabies

WHY Core vaccines protect against the most serious

diseases, so vets recommend them for all dogs. Rabies,

distemper, parvovirus and adenovirus are on that list.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why was the puppy crying? She was having a ruff

day.

SESK.INFO#4332

DOGS

Which of these is a traditionally non-
core dog vaccine, given based on lifestyle
risk?

A Distemper

B Bordetella

C Parvovirus

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BBordetella

WHY Non-core vaccines are given when a dog's

lifestyle or home area raises its risk, such as boarding

or daycare. Distemper and parvovirus are core for all

dogs.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why did the dog do so well in school? He was the

teacher's pet.

SESK.INFO#4333

DOGS

At about what age do a puppy's vaccine
shots usually begin?

A 6 to 8 weeks

B 6 months

C 1 year

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

A6 to 8 weeks

WHY Puppies start a series of shots at 6 to 8 weeks.

Each dose comes every 3 to 4 weeks, because one shot

is not enough for young puppies.

STRAIGHT FACE

What is the difference between a pet tree and a pet

dog? The pet tree has a quieter bark.

SESK.INFO#4334

DOGS

A puppy's final core booster should be
given no sooner than what age?

A 10 weeks

B 16 weeks

C 6 months

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

B16 weeks

WHY Antibodies from the mother can block early

shots, so the last dose in the series is timed after the

puppy is about 16 weeks old.

STRAIGHT FACE

What did the mama dog say to the puppy who

would not stop asking for treats? Quit hounding

me.

SESK.INFO#4335



DOGS

Why do puppies need repeated vaccine
doses until about 16 weeks old?

A The vaccine only lasts about a week

B Puppies only respond to vaccines in summer

C Antibodies from the mother can block the

vaccine

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CAntibodies from the mother can block the
vaccine

WHY Puppies get antibodies from their mother, and

those can interfere with a vaccine. Nobody knows

exactly when they fade for each puppy, so doses repeat

until after 16 weeks.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why does my newborn puppy never want to leave

my side? He's in puppy love!

SESK.INFO#4336

DOGS

After the puppy series, how often are
core vaccines like parvovirus usually
boosted?

A Every 3 years

B Every month

C Every 6 weeks

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AEvery 3 years

WHY After a booster within the first year, many core

vaccines are repeated every 3 years. Annual boosters

are not necessary for these core vaccines.

STRAIGHT FACE

What should you do for your pup's first birthday?

Throw her a paw-ty!

SESK.INFO#4337

DOGS

At about what age do puppies typically
get their first rabies shot, per UC Davis?

A 6 weeks

B 12 weeks

C 1 year

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

B12 weeks

WHY UC Davis recommends a single dose of killed

rabies vaccine around 12 weeks, then a booster one

year later. Local rules can differ, so ask your vet.

STRAIGHT FACE

What type of music do young dogs like best? Pup

music.

SESK.INFO#4338

DOGS

Where should you check to learn which
vaccines your dog is legally required to
have?

A The dog food label

B Your local or state health department

C The pet store clerk

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BYour local or state health department

WHY Rules differ from place to place, and rabies shots

are often required by law. Health departments publish

the specific regulations for your area.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why are border collies such good listeners?

Because you can tell they really herd you.

SESK.INFO#4339



DOGS

Why is the rabies vaccine so important
for dogs?

A Once signs appear, rabies is nearly always

fatal

B Rabies only causes a mild itch

C It only affects dogs older than ten

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AOnce signs appear, rabies is nearly
always fatal

WHY Rabies cannot be treated once symptoms start,

so prevention is the whole game. Keeping your dog's

rabies shot current protects your dog and your family.

STRAIGHT FACE

Who gives dogs Christmas presents? Santa Paws.

SESK.INFO#4340

DOGS

Which animals are most often found
with rabies in the US?

A Squirrels, rabbits and mice

B Bats, skunks, raccoons and foxes

C Pet hamsters and guinea pigs

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BBats, skunks, raccoons and foxes

WHY These wild animals carry most US rabies. Rabies

spreads mainly through bites or scratches, so keep your

dog away from wildlife and keep its rabies shot current.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you call a large dog that meditates? Aware

wolf.

SESK.INFO#4341

DOGS

Why can parvovirus stay in a yard for
a long time?

A Sunlight kills it but it grows back

B Rain washes it away within an hour

C It resists heat, cold, humidity and drying

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CIt resists heat, cold, humidity and drying

WHY Parvovirus is a very tough virus. It spreads by

contact with infected dogs and by contaminated feces

and surfaces, and it can last in the environment for a

long time.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why did the dog resign from his job? The work was

too ruff.

SESK.INFO#4342

DOGS

Leptospirosis in dogs is most often
spread through what?

A The urine of an infected animal

B Dry kibble

C Cold, still air

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AThe urine of an infected animal

WHY Dogs can pick up the lepto bacteria from infected

urine or from water, soil or bedding it has

contaminated. A vaccine is available.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you call a floating dog? A good buoy.

SESK.INFO#4343



DOGS

What is the classic sign of kennel
cough in dogs?

A A high-pitched whistle

B A frequent, honking cough

C Only sneezing

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BA frequent, honking cough

WHY Kennel cough, also called canine infectious

respiratory disease complex, often sounds like a

honking cough. It spreads easily between dogs in close

contact.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you call a dog with a surround sound

system? A sub-woofer.

SESK.INFO#4344

DOGS

In most cases of kennel cough, how long
does it take dogs to fully recover?

A 1 to 2 days

B About a month

C 7 to 10 days

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

C7 to 10 days

WHY Most cases are mild and clear up in 7 to 10 days.

Puppies, older dogs and dogs with other health

problems can get much sicker, so call your vet if

breathing looks hard.

STRAIGHT FACE

I asked my dog what's that thing on top of the

house? He said, Roof Roof.

SESK.INFO#4345

DOGS

Should a dog with vomiting or diarrhea
go to the dog park?

A No, keep your dog at home if ill

B Yes, fresh air will help

C Yes, as long as it stays on a leash

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

ANo, keep your dog at home if ill

WHY Sick dogs can spread germs to other dogs

through contact, toys and bowls. AVMA also says to

keep vaccines current and follow the venue's rules.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why aren't Dalmatians good at hide and seek?

Because they are always spotted.

SESK.INFO#4346

DOGS

How do dogs get heartworm?

A From eating infected grass

B From a mosquito bite

C From another dog's sneeze

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BFrom a mosquito bite

WHY A mosquito that bites an infected animal picks up

baby worms, then passes them to the next pet it bites.

Heartworm does not spread by contact between dogs.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why did the mosquito go to the dentist? To

improve his bite!

SESK.INFO#4347



DOGS

How often should dogs be tested for
heartworm, per the American Heartworm
Society?

A Never, if on prevention

B Every 5 years

C Every year

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CEvery year

WHY Annual testing makes sure the preventive is

working and catches any infection early. It is usually

done at a regular vet visit.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you get when you cross a dog and a

calculator? A friend you can count on.

SESK.INFO#4348

DOGS

How many months a year should dogs
get heartworm preventive?

A All 12 months

B Only the 3 summer months

C About 6 months

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AAll 12 months

WHY The American Heartworm Society advises giving

heartworm preventive every month of the year.

Mosquitoes can show up outside normal seasons, and

even indoor dogs can be bitten.

STRAIGHT FACE

Our dog brings us the newspaper every day. Funny

thing is, we've never subscribed to any.

SESK.INFO#4349

DOGS

Do indoor-only dogs need heartworm
prevention?

A No, only outdoor dogs are at risk

B Yes, indoor pets are at risk too

C Only in winter

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BYes, indoor pets are at risk too

WHY Infected mosquitoes can slip into homes. Indoor

and outdoor dogs are both at risk, so prevention is for

every dog.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you call a pug that is undercover?

Indognito.

SESK.INFO#4350

DOGS

In how many US states has heartworm
disease been diagnosed?

A Only southern states

B Only about 10 states

C All 50 states

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CAll 50 states

WHY Heartworm is not just a southern problem. It has

been found in dogs in every state, which is why testing

and prevention are advised everywhere.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why do dogs wag their tails? Because no one else

will do it for them.

SESK.INFO#4351



DOGS

How long do heartworm larvae take to
grow into adult worms?

A About 6 months

B 2 days

C About 3 years

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AAbout 6 months

WHY After an infected mosquito bite, the larvae take

about six months to become adults. Adults can live for

5 to 7 years in a dog.

STRAIGHT FACE

What is the fastest dog in the world? A Labraghini.

SESK.INFO#4352

DOGS

Where do adult heartworms live in a
dog?

A In the stomach

B In the heart, lungs and blood vessels

C In the ears

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BIn the heart, lungs and blood vessels

WHY Adult heartworms are long worms that live in the

heart, lungs and the blood vessels around them. That is

why the disease can hurt a dog's heart and breathing.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you get if you cross a sheepdog with a

rose? A collie-flower.

SESK.INFO#4353

DOGS

How often should you check your dog
for ticks?

A Every day, especially after time outdoors

B Once a year at the vet

C Only in winter

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AEvery day, especially after time outdoors

WHY Ticks cling to fur and can be easy to miss. A daily

check with your fingers helps you find and remove

them fast.

STRAIGHT FACE

What is it called when a cat wins a dog show? A

CAT-HAS-TROPHY.

SESK.INFO#4354

DOGS

Which of these is a spot where ticks
like to hide on a dog?

A Under the tongue

B Inside the mouth

C Between the toes

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CBetween the toes

WHY CDC lists ears, around the tail, between the back

legs, between the toes, under the front legs, under the

collar and around the eyelids. Run your fingers over the

fur to feel for small bumps.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why didn't the dog speak to his foot? Because it's

not polite to talk back to your paw.

SESK.INFO#4355



DOGS

What does the CDC say is important to
use on your dog to protect against ticks?

A Human perfume

B A tick preventive product

C A fresh collar every day

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BA tick preventive product

WHY A vet-approved tick preventive keeps ticks from

feeding. Vaccines are not available for most tickborne

diseases in dogs, so prevention matters.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you call a mad flea? A looney-tic!

SESK.INFO#4356

DOGS

What is the right way to remove a tick
still attached to your dog?

A Grip it close to the skin with tweezers and pull

steadily

B Smother it with petroleum jelly

C Burn it off with a match

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AGrip it close to the skin with tweezers
and pull steadily

WHY Tweezers close to the skin, with steady pressure,

work best. Do not twist or crush the tick, and do not

smother it with alcohol or petroleum jelly.

STRAIGHT FACE

What happened when the dog went to the flea

circus? He stole the show.

SESK.INFO#4357

DOGS

How many life stages do most fleas
have?

A Two

B Three

C Four

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CFour

WHY Fleas go through egg, larva, pupa (in a cocoon)

and adult stages. Only the adults live on animals, which

is why treating the home matters.

STRAIGHT FACE

How do you start an insect race? One, two, flea, go!

SESK.INFO#4358

DOGS

Where does most of a flea population
live?

A On the dog's back

B In the environment, not on the dog

C In the dog's food bowl

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BIn the environment, not on the dog

WHY Eggs and larvae develop in the home and yard, so

only a small share of fleas are on the pet at any time.

Clean bedding and carpets as part of treatment.

STRAIGHT FACE

What is the most faithful insect? A flea. Once they

find someone they like, they stick to them!

SESK.INFO#4359



DOGS

Dogs can get which parasite from
fleas?

A Tapeworms

B Heartworms

C Lungworms

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

ATapeworms

WHY Fleas carry the tapeworm and other diseases.

Heartworm comes from mosquitoes, not fleas.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you call a cheerful flea? A hop-timist!

SESK.INFO#4360

DOGS

About how many eggs can a single
female flea lay in one day?

A Up to 5

B Up to 20

C Up to 50

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CUp to 50

WHY A single female flea can produce up to 50 eggs a

day, so a tiny problem can explode quickly. The eggs fall

off the pet into carpets and bedding.

STRAIGHT FACE

What did one flea say to the other? Should we walk

or take a dog?

SESK.INFO#4361

DOGS

Is it safe to use a dog flea product on a
cat?

A Yes, if you use half

B No, some dog products are toxic to cats

C Yes, they are all the same

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BNo, some dog products are toxic to cats

WHY Some dog products, especially ones with

permethrin, can be deadly for cats. Only use products

labeled for the right species and ask your vet.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why did the owner get his dog a special collar? He

didn't want her to flea.

SESK.INFO#4362

DOGS

Many dogs are allergic to what part of
a flea bite?

A Flea saliva

B Flea eggs

C Flea cocoons

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AFlea saliva

WHY Many dogs and cats are allergic to flea saliva,

which can cause intense itching. Chronic cases can lead

to hair loss and thickened skin.

STRAIGHT FACE

How do you find where a flea has bitten you? Start

from scratch!

SESK.INFO#4363



DOGS

What health problems can spaying a
female dog help prevent or reduce?

A Cavities

B Hip dysplasia

C Uterine infection and breast cancer risk

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CUterine infection and breast cancer risk

WHY Spaying removes the reproductive organs, which

can prevent uterine infection and reduce breast cancer

risk. Ask your vet about the best timing for your dog.

STRAIGHT FACE

We've begun to long for the pitter-patter of little feet,

so we bought a dog. It's cheaper, and you get more

feet. (Rita Rudner)

SESK.INFO#4364

DOGS

Neutering a male dog can eliminate his
risk of which kind of cancer?

A Skin cancer

B Testicular cancer

C Lung cancer

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BTesticular cancer

WHY Neutering removes the testicles, so testicular

cancer cannot develop. AVMA also says sterilized pets

tend to live longer on average.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why did the boy name his dog Ten Miles? So he

could tell his gym teacher he walked Ten Miles

every day.

SESK.INFO#4365

DOGS

What is the single most effective thing
you can do for your dog's teeth?

A Regularly brushing them

B Giving only soft food

C Offering ice cubes

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

ARegularly brushing them

WHY Brushing removes the plaque that leads to gum

disease. Daily is best, and several times a week can still

help.

STRAIGHT FACE

One dog was a great classical music composer.

Johan Sebastian Bark.

SESK.INFO#4366

DOGS

By age 3, about how many dogs and
cats show signs of dental disease?

A About 10 to 20 percent

B About 70 to 80 percent

C Almost none

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BAbout 70 to 80 percent

WHY Dental disease is very common. By age 3, most

dogs and cats already have some signs, so regular

checks and home care matter.

STRAIGHT FACE

My puppy isn't fat, he's just a little husky.

SESK.INFO#4367



DOGS

How many adult teeth does a dog
have?

A 28

B 32

C 42

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

C42

WHY Puppies get 28 baby teeth that fall out and are

replaced by 42 adult teeth. The swap happens between

2 and 7 months of age.

STRAIGHT FACE

What is a dog dentist's favorite tooth? The canine.

SESK.INFO#4368

DOGS

What is a normal body temperature for
a dog?

A 98 to 99 F

B 104 to 105 F

C 101 to 102.5 F

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

C101 to 102.5 F

WHY A dog's normal temperature is higher than a

person's. Merck lists 101 to 102.5 F, and UC Davis lists

about 100 to 102.8 F, so a reading in that range is

typical.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why was the dog such a good musician? Because

he had perfect pooch.

SESK.INFO#4369

DOGS

Bloat (GDV) in dogs is what kind of
problem?

A A life-threatening emergency

B A harmless gas bubble

C A skin condition

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AA life-threatening emergency

WHY In bloat, the stomach swells and can twist. It cuts

off blood flow and needs immediate veterinary care.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do dogs eat for breakfast? Pooched eggs.

SESK.INFO#4370

DOGS

Which of these is a sign of bloat in a
dog?

A Wagging more than usual

B Sleeping flat on the back

C Repeated dry retching

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CRepeated dry retching

WHY Signs include restlessness, discomfort, rapid

breathing, a swollen painful belly, drooling and retching

without throwing up. Call a vet immediately.

STRAIGHT FACE

What is a dog's favorite food? Anything that is on

your plate!

SESK.INFO#4371



DOGS

Bloat mainly affects what kind of dog?

A Tiny short-legged dogs

B Large, deep-chested dogs

C Hairless dogs

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BLarge, deep-chested dogs

WHY Large breeds with deep chests, like Great Danes

and German Shepherds, are at higher risk. Merck calls a

deep, narrow chest a proven genetic risk factor.

STRAIGHT FACE

Which dog breed has never done anything wrong?

A Saint Bernard.

SESK.INFO#4372

DOGS

At what body temperature is a dog in
heatstroke territory?

A 105 F or higher

B 99 F

C 102 F

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

A105 F or higher

WHY Heatstroke happens when a dog can no longer

control its body temperature and it rises to 105 F or

higher. Start cooling right away with cool water and get

to a vet.

STRAIGHT FACE

When a dog has a fever, what should you feed him?

Mustard, it's the best thing for hot dogs.

SESK.INFO#4373

DOGS

ASPCA Animal Poison Control is
available when?

A Weekdays, 9 to 5

B Only in summer

C 24 hours a day, every day

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

C24 hours a day, every day

WHY If you think your dog swallowed something

poisonous, call right away. A consultation fee may

apply, but you get expert help any time.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why can't you tell a dog a knock-knock joke?

Because every time she hears knocking, she won't

stop barking.

SESK.INFO#4374

DOGS

A dog's seizure lasting longer than how
many minutes needs immediate vet care?

A 5 minutes

B 30 seconds

C 1 hour

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

A5 minutes

WHY A seizure that goes past 5 minutes, or two or

more seizures in 24 hours, means go to a vet

immediately. Keep your hands away from the dog's

mouth.

STRAIGHT FACE

What did the tree say to the dog? Do you like bark?

Dog: What do you think, I bark every day of my life.

SESK.INFO#4375



DOGS

At least how often should a healthy
adult dog see the vet?

A Every 5 years

B Once a year

C Only when sick

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BOnce a year

WHY Dogs often hide pain and illness, so a yearly

checkup can catch problems early. A vet can also tailor

the plan to your dog's age.

STRAIGHT FACE

How do you know your dog is a genius? You ask

him what two minus two is, and he says nothing.

SESK.INFO#4376

DOGS

Per AAHA, about how often should
senior dogs see the vet?

A Once every 3 years

B Only when they seem sick

C Every six months

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CEvery six months

WHY AAHA says senior pets should be examined

every six months. Older dogs can change quickly, and

early checks can catch problems sooner.

STRAIGHT FACE

How can you tell if your dog is lazy? He only chases

parked cars.

SESK.INFO#4377

DOGS

Per AAHA, a dog becomes a senior when
it enters which part of its estimated
lifespan?

A The last 25%

B The first 25%

C The middle 50%

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AThe last 25%

WHY A senior stage depends on breed and size

because bigger dogs tend to age faster. AAHA defines

it as the last quarter of the expected lifespan.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why is my dog's back always sore? He's a mastiff.

SESK.INFO#4378

DOGS

Which of these can be a sign of
dementia in a senior dog?

A Growing a shorter tail

B Changes in sleep patterns

C Suddenly loving baths

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BChanges in sleep patterns

WHY Older dogs can get senility, also called cognitive

dysfunction. Signs include changes in sleep patterns, loss of

housetraining, getting lost in familiar places and less interest

in people.

STRAIGHT FACE

A man was amazed to see his friend playing chess with

his dog. That's the smartest dog I've ever seen! The

friend said, Nah, I've beaten him three games out of five.

SESK.INFO#4379



DOGS

Which kind of chocolate is generally
the most dangerous for a dog?

A Dark chocolate

B White chocolate

C Milk chocolate

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

ADark chocolate

WHY The more cacao in the chocolate, the more of the

toxic ingredient it holds. Keep all chocolate out of reach.

STRAIGHT FACE

What did the hungry dalmatian say after his meal?

That hit the spots.

SESK.INFO#4380

DOGS

Chocolate, coffee and caffeine are risky
for dogs because they all contain what?

A Tartaric acid

B Methylxanthines

C Allium compounds

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BMethylxanthines

WHY Methylxanthines are stimulant chemicals.

Chocolate, coffee and caffeine all carry them.

STRAIGHT FACE

How does a dog feel after a long workout?

Doggone tired.

SESK.INFO#4381
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