(15| The SESK Party Game

STUFF EVERY HOMEOWNER SHOULD KNOW

(

How to play (30 seconds)

1. The reader reads a card and its three answers out loud.

2. Everyone says "One, two, three, Goldilocks!" and holds up 1, 2, or 3 fingers.

3. The reader flips the card and reads the answer and the Why.

4. Everyone who was right takes a point.

5. The reader reads the joke with a straight face. Anyone laughs or groans? The reader
takes a point. Nobody got it right? The reader takes a point.

6. Pass the deck left. Most points when the points run out wins.

What you need

These cards and the point tokens on the last two pages. No tokens? Use coins, buttons,
pebbles, or marshmallows. 3 to 10 players, ages 8 and up.

Expert rule: Bet It

Before the reader flips the card, you may put one of your points on your answer. Right: take
your normal point plus one extra. Wrong: your bet goes back to the pile. That's it.

Printing

Print single-sided, on cardstock if you have it. Cut on the dashed lines. Each card isa 3.5 x 5
inch index card. The answer half is upside down on purpose, so the table can't peek.

Cards 1 to 50 of 119. More cards and the free daily online game at sesk.info. Built 2026-10-
12.




HOME & YARD (12

Where does radon rank among causes of
lung cancer in the United States?

o Second leading cause
a The leading cause
e Not a known cause

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

At what radon level does EPA
recommend you fix your home?

o 10 pCi/L or higher
a 4 pCi/L or higher
e 1 pCi/L or higher

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

How long does a short-term radon test
stay in your home?

o Only about one hour
a At least one full year
e Two days to 90 days

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

Where in the home should a radon test
kit go, according to EPA?

o Lowest lived-in level, in a regularly used room
a In the kitchen, next to the stove
e In the bathroom, beside the shower

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

Before a 2 or 3 day radon test, how long
should windows and doors stay closed?

o Only the minute you start
a At least 12 hours before starting
e At least one full week before

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

How much can a radon reduction
system cut radon levels in a home?

o About 10%
a About half at best

e Up to 99%

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

Once your home has a radon system,
how often should you retest?

o Every two years
a Every 20 years
e Never, once is enough

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

Which homes can have a radon
problem?

o Only homes with basements

Any home, new or old, with or without a
basement

e Only old, drafty houses

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

About what share of US homes built
before 1978 still contain some lead-based
paint?

o About 5 percent
o About one in a hundred
e About three-quarters

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

Does EPA's RRP rule generally require
homeowners painting their own pre-1978
house to be certified?

o Generally no, the rule covers paid work
o Yes, every homeowner needs a license
e Yes, but only for exterior painting

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

Before sanding or scraping old paint,
what does EPA suggest to keep dust
down?

o Dry-sand it as fast as possible
o Mist the area with a spray bottle
e Blow the dust away with a fan

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

You can't tell when your house was built.
What does EPA say to assume before
renovating?

o That the paint has no lead
o That lead is only in the basement
e That the area has lead-based paint

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

How soon should you dry a water-
damaged area to prevent mold growth?

o W ithin 24 to 48 hours
a W ithin two weeks
e W ithin one month

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

What indoor humidity does EPA say is
ideal for discouraging mold?

o 70 to 80 percent
a 30 to 50 percent
e 5 to 15 percent

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER

Shih# O4NI"JIS3S

‘noA uo moib 03 sw psau 3y6Iw 3 3INg ‘NoA 01 ) |
! 119 P1nod | ;:snBuny a3 3noge axof au Jeay noA pig
35V4 LHOIVYLS |

‘0G$ 01 0TS

INoge S3s02 Ja3aW AJIpiwny Jo ainysiow 7 ‘Ayipiuny
aAne)al Jusdiad QG pue Qg usamiaq Aneap! quadiad

09 mo0)aq Ayipiwny Joopul buidaay s31s966ns Y43 AHM

judasad 05 03 o¢ [5)

HOME & YARD (12

Up to about how big a moldy patch can
you usually clean yourself, per EPA?

o About 100 square feet
a Any size at all
e About 10 square feet

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

Can you fix a moldy surface by
painting or caulking over it?

o No, clean and dry it first
a Yes, paint seals it in
e Yes, but only caulk works

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

A wall has visible mold. Does EPA say you
usually need lab sampling first?

o Yes, always, before touching it
a No, sampling is usually unnecessary
e Yes, the law requires it

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

Which moldy items may have to be
thrown away, according to EPA?

o Hard glass and metal items
a Only things that are still dry
e Porous items like ceiling tiles and carpet

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

Does EPA recommend chlorine bleach
as a routine part of mold cleanup?

o No, it is not recommended routinely
a Yes, always use full-strength bleach
e Yes, but only on carpet

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

How often does ENERGY STAR say to
inspect, clean or change your furnace or
AC air filter?

o Once every five years
a Once a month
e Only when it smells

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

When does ENERGY STAR say to schedule
the annual check-up for your heating
system?

o In the middle of winter
a Only after it breaks

e In the fall

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

What can a plugged condensate drain
on your AC or furnace cause?

o Water damage in the house
a A natural gas leak
e A drop in the water bill

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

Airflow problems can reduce an air
conditioner's efficiency by up to how
much?

o About 1 percent
a Up to 15 percent
e Up to 80 percent

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

How often does EPA recommend
routine air duct cleaning?

o Every single month
a Every year, no exceptions
e Not routinely, only as needed

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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SAFETY & FIRST AID (12

Which smoke alarm setup does the US
Fire Administration recommend for every
home?

Both ionization and photoelectric, or dual-
sensor

a lonization alarms only
e Photoelectric alarms only

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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SAFETY & FIRST AID (12

Why does USFA recommend
interconnected smoke alarms?

o They never need testing
a W hen one sounds, they all sound
e They never need power

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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SAFETY & FIRST AID (12

Your smoke alarm sounds while you
cook. What should you not do?

o Open a window and press hush
a Wave a towel at the alarm
e Take the battery out

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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SAFETY & FIRST AID (12

What does the US Fire Administration
suggest for fire detection in an attached
garage?

o A heat alarm
a A standard smoke alarm
e A carbon monoxide alarm

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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SAFETY & FIRST AID (12

A garage heat alarm should be rated
for what temperature range?

o 90 to 110 degrees F
a 175 to 250 degrees F
e 300 to 400 degrees F

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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SAFETY & FIRST AID (12

Smoke alarms plus fire sprinklers reduce
the risk of dying in a fire by about how
much?

o 12 percent
a 25 percent
e 82 percent

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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SAFETY & FIRST AID (12

A Class C fire extinguisher is designed
for fires involving what?

o Electrical equipment
a Wood, cloth and paper
e Cooking oils and fats

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER

CILh# O4NI'IS3S

jPulLLIO}SUIRI] BI9M SISRUIDS BY | !
! £ge) ayy ul buiuybn pue Jspuniy aayy sem Ay
35V4 LHOIVYLS |

‘sodA} 1eJ9ASS J9A0D S1aysSInbuixa

J-g-V 10 D-g asodindmniy "s1003} pue saouendde
ul-pabbnmd 1o} a1e Asyy 0s ‘A}D143D8)9 PNPUOD

J0u sa0p ey} Jusbe ue asn siaysinbunxs J sse)) AHM

juswdinba 031432213 ([

HOME & YARD (12

How often should a toilet flapper be
replaced, at minimum, according to EPA
WaterSense?

o Once every 50 years
a At least every five years
e Never, they last forever

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

Food coloring in your toilet tank shows
up in the bowl after 10 minutes. What
does that mean?

o The toilet is working perfectly
a The water is too hard
e The toilet is leaking

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

To check for hidden leaks, how long do
you watch the water meter with no
water in use?

o Two hours
a Two minutes
e Two weeks

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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HOME & YARD (12

A faucet that drips once per second
wastes more than how much water per
year?

o About 30 gallons
a More than 3,000 gallons
e About 300 gallons
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When does EPA WaterSense suggest
checking an in-ground irrigation system
for frost damage?

o Only after it floods

a Every 25 years
e Each spring before use
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How often should you test a private well
for bacteria, nitrates and pH?

o Once a year
a Once every 20 years

e Only when you buy the house
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HOME & YARD (12

In ENERGY STAR's paper test, a sheet shut in
your window slides back and forth easily.
What does that mean?

o The window is perfectly sealed
a The window could be tighter
e The glass is too thick
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HOME & YARD (12

How can a lit incense stick help you
find air leaks around a window?

o It melts the window seal
a It sprays sealant on leaks

e Its smoke gets pushed toward or away
from leaks
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HOME & YARD (12

Pea-size, flaky gray attic insulation
called vermiculite may contain what?

o Asbestos

a Radon gas
e Lead paint chips
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Why does ENERGY STAR suggest a
professional check before sealing your
home tightly?

o Sealing voids the roof warranty

a Sealing can cause combustion appliances to
backdraft

e Sealing makes windows hard to open
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In a 1-inch rain, about how much water
falls on the roof of a 2,000 square foot
house?

o About 125 gallons
a About 12,500 gallons
e About 1,250 gallons
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Why should a sump pit have an airtight
cover?

o An open pit draws in moist air
a It keeps the pump from rusting
e It stops the pump making noise
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HOME & YARD (12

According to UMN Extension, is a
dehumidifier a permanent fix for a damp
basement?

o Yes, it fixes any basement
a No, it only treats symptoms
e Yes, if you buy a bigger one
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What hazard are AFCls meant to
address, compared with GFCls?

o Shock hazards
a Water leaks
e Fire hazards
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HOME & YARD (12

Do ordinary household circuit breakers
respond to early arcing and sparking?

o No, they miss early arcing
a Yes, instantly
e Yes, but only in basements
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A GFCI trips when current flowing out
and back differs by as little as how much?

o 6 amperes
a 0.006 amperes

e 60 amperes
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HOME & YARD (12

Since what year has the NEC required
GFCI protection for bathroom
receptacles, per CPSC?

o 1955
B 1995
e 1975
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What do all indoor molds need in order When stripping old paint with a heat gun,
to grow? how hot should EPA's low-temperature
gun stay?
o Water or moisture o Over 1,100 degrees F
a Direct sunlight a Under 1,100 degrees F
e Freezing temperatures e As hot as it will go
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