(15| The SESK Party Game

STUFF EVERY INSTRUMENT PILOT SHOULD KNOW

(

How to play (30 seconds)

1. The reader reads a card and its three answers out loud.

2. Everyone says "One, two, three, Goldilocks!" and holds up 1, 2, or 3 fingers.

3. The reader flips the card and reads the answer and the Why.

4. Everyone who was right takes a point.

5. The reader reads the joke with a straight face. Anyone laughs or groans? The reader
takes a point. Nobody got it right? The reader takes a point.

6. Pass the deck left. Most points when the points run out wins.

What you need

These cards and the point tokens on the last two pages. No tokens? Use coins, buttons,
pebbles, or marshmallows. 3 to 10 players, ages 8 and up.

Expert rule: Bet It

Before the reader flips the card, you may put one of your points on your answer. Right: take
your normal point plus one extra. Wrong: your bet goes back to the pile. That's it.

Printing

Print single-sided, on cardstock if you have it. Cut on the dashed lines. Each card isa 3.5 x 5
inch index card. The answer half is upside down on purpose, so the table can't peek.

Cards 1 to 50 of 95. More cards and the free daily online game at sesk.info. Built 2026-10-
12.




FLYING )

To act as PIC under IFR, how many instrument
approaches must you log in the preceding 6
calendar months?

o Six
a Three
e Ten

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

Your instrument currency has lapsed for more
than six calendar months. How do you become
current again?

o Pass a new instrument knowledge test
a Complete an instrument proficiency check
e Log three approaches with a safety pilot

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

In a civil airplane under a view-limiting
device, who must sit in the other control
seat?

o Any adult passenger with a current medical
a A certificated flight instructor only

a A safety pilot holding at least a private pilot
certificate

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

How much cross-country time as pilot in
command does 61.65 require for the
instrument-airplane rating?

o 50 hours
a 25 hours

e 100 hours

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

Of the 40 hours of instrument time needed for
the rating, how many must be received from
an instrument instructor?

o 10 hours
a 15 hours
e 25 hours

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

Within how long before the instrument
practical test must you have 3 hours of
instrument flight training?

o 30 days

a 6 calendar months
e 2 calendar months

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

The instrument rating cross-country flight for
airplanes must cover how far along airways or
ATC-directed routing?

o 250 nautical miles
a 100 nautical miles
e 400 nautical miles

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

Under 91.167, after reaching the alternate, how
long must an airplane be able to fly on
remaining fuel at normal cruise?

o 30 minutes
a 45 minutes
e 60 minutes

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

You can skip filing an alternate if forecasts
show what ceiling and visibility from 1 hour
before to 1hour after arrival?

o 1,000 feet and 3 statute miles
o 2,000 feet and 1 statute mile
e 2,000 feet and 3 statute miles

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

A precision approach alternate with no special
alternate minimums needs what forecast
ceiling and visibility at your ETA?

o 600 feet and 2 statute miles
o 800 feet and 2 statute miles
e 400 feet and 1 statute mile

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

An alternate airport has no instrument
approach. What must its forecast
weather allow?

o A 1,000-foot ceiling and 3 miles visibility

o Descent from the MEA, approach, and landing
under basic VFR

e A circling approach at another nearby airport

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

To use a VOR for IFR navigation, how
recently must it have been operationally
checked?

o W ithin the preceding 90 days
o W ithin the preceding 12 calendar months
e W ithin the preceding 30 days

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

At a VOR test signal or ground
checkpoint, what is the maximum
permitted bearing error?

o Plus or minus 4 degrees
o Plus or minus 2 degrees
e Plus or minus 6 degrees

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

When using an airborne VOR checkpoint,
what is the maximum permitted bearing
error?

o Plus or minus 4 degrees
o Plus or minus 6 degrees
e Plus or minus 10 degrees

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

Using only the approach lights as your
visual reference, how low may you
descend below DA?

o 50 feet above touchdown zone elevation
o Down to the runway threshold
e 100 feet above touchdown zone elevation

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

The authorized DA/DH or MDA for an
approach is which of the available
values?

The highest of the published, PIC-prescribed,
and equipment values

B T he lowest of those values
e Always the published value

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

Below DA, which condition must you
meet to continue to land?

Tower has reported the ceiling above
minimums

o You can land with a normal descent and
normal maneuvers

e T he airport rotating beacon is in sight

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

In which situation may you not make a
procedure turn unless ATC clears you?

W hen you are flying the charted procedure-
turn barb

o W hen the ceiling is above 3,000 feet

W hen you are being radar vectored to the final
approach course

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

At DA/DH, without the required visual
conditions, what must you do?

Immediately execute the missed approach
procedure

B Level off and wait for ATC instructions
e Continue descending to MDA

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

In IFR lost communications, which route
does 91.185 put first?

o T he route filed in your flight plan
B T he route assigned in the last ATC clearance
e A direct route to your destination

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

After radio failure in IFR conditions,
which altitude must you fly for each
route segment?

o T he lowest safe altitude on the chart
o Your last assigned altitude only

a T he highest of the assigned, minimum IFR, and
expected altitudes

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

You lose radios in IFR conditions, then
reach VFR conditions. What does 91.185
say?

Continue under VFR and land as soon as
practicable

B Resume the filed IFR route to the destination
e Climb to VFR on top and continue

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

After radio failure, when do you leave a
clearance limit that is not an approach
fix?

o Immediately upon arrival, no matter the EFC
B At the EFC time, or on arrival if none was given
e Never; hold until contacted by ATC

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

Which instrument is required for IFR
under 91.205(d) but not for day VFR?

o Magnetic compass
o Altimeter
e Gyroscopic rate-of-turn indicator

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

What kind of clock does 91.205(d)
require for IFR flight?

One showing hours, minutes, and seconds with
sweep-second or digital display

B Any wristwatch showing hours and minutes
e A timer that counts down from 60 seconds

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

With no published minimum, how high above
the highest obstacle within 4 nm must you fly
IFR in designated mountainous areas?

o 1,000 feet
a 2,000 feet

e 500 feet

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

Using VOR navigation, within how far of
the VOR may you fly below the MEA down
to the MOCA?

o 12 nautical miles
a 30 nautical miles
e 22 nautical miles

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

In uncontrolled airspace below 18,000 feet,
which IFR cruising altitude fits a magnetic
course of 090?

o 5,000 feet
a 6,000 feet
e 4,500 feet

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

Which two things must you have before
operating IFR in controlled airspace?

An IFR flight plan and an instrument-rated
passenger

o A filed IFR flight plan and an appropriate ATC
clearance

e An ATC clearance and a filed alternate

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

In IFR controlled airspace, which of these
must you report without being asked?

o Your groundspeed every 10 minutes
o Every VOR passage under radar control

Any unforecast weather conditions
encountered

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

To operate in Class A airspace, you must
be on which kind of flight plan and
clearance?

IFR, with an ATC clearance received before
entering

o VFR with flight following
e IFR only, no clearance needed

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

When is an ATC clearance required
before entering Class B airspace?

o Only in instrument conditions
o Regardless of weather conditions
e Only below 3,000 feet

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

Standard departure obstacle clearance
assumes a minimum climb gradient of
what?

o 152 feet per nautical mile
o 300 feet per nautical mile
e 200 feet per nautical mile

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

What are the standard IFR takeoff
minimums for aircraft with two engines
or less?

o One statute mile
o One-half statute mile
e Two statute miles

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

Can you fly an Obstacle Departure
Procedure without an ATC clearance?

o No, ATC must always approve it

Yes, unless ATC has assigned a different
departure

e Only at night in IMC

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

ATC says 'cleared to the airport as filed.'
What does that not include?

o The route you filed
a The departure airport

The altitude you filed for the en route
portion

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

Your IFR clearance has a void time and
you miiss it. What does that do?

W ithdraws your authority to depart IFR until a
new release

a Cancels your IFR flight plan
e Has no effect once airborne

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

ATC says 'hold for release.' What does
that mean?

o You may departimmediately if the weather is good

You may not depart on that IFR clearance until
released

e You must hold in the air at the departure airport

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

How long before your estimated
departure time should you file an IFR
flight plan?

o At least 10 minutes
a At least 2 hours
e At least 30 minutes

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

In a nonstandard holding pattern, which
way do you turn?

o Left turns

a Right turns
e It depends on the wind

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

At or below 14,000 feet MSL, what is the
standard inbound leg time in a hold?

o 2 minutes
a 1 minute

e 30 seconds

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

What is the maximum holding airspeed

from 6,001 to 14,000 feet?
@ 200 KIAS
[ 265KiAs
@ 230KiAs
FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

In holding turns without RNAV guidance,
what bank does the AIM call for?

3 degrees per second, 30 degrees, or 25 degrees
with a flight director, whichever needs the least
bank

B Standard rate only, regardless of bank
e A fixed 15 degrees

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

In a hold, when does outbound timing
begin?

o As soon as you start the outbound turn
a Over or abeam the fix, whichever occurs later
e W hen you cross the fix inbound

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

What must you report on reaching a
holding fix?

o Your fuel on board and souls on board
o Your airspeed and heading
e The time and altitude or flight level

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING &

When flying VFR-on-top, who is
responsible for seeing and avoiding other
aircraft?

o T he pilot, who assumes sole responsibility to
be vigilant

B T he controller issuing the clearance
e T he nearest approach control

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

A contact approach requires at least
how much flight visibility?

o 3 statute miles
o 1 statute mile
e 1/2 statute mile

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

ATC will not clear a visual approach
unless reported weather is what ceiling
and visibility?

o Ceiling 2,000 feet and visibility 5 miles
o Ceiling 500 feet and visibility 1 mile

a Ceiling 1,000 feet or higher and visibility 3
miles or greater

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

A Minimum Safe Altitude on an approach
chart gives how much obstacle
clearance?

1,000 feet, with no guaranteed navigation
signal coverage

a 500 feet, with guaranteed signal coverage
e 2,000 feet within 5 miles

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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FLYING )

When may you deviate from an ATC
clearance without asking first?

o W henever the weather is better than forecast
a In an emergency requiring immediate action
e W hen the controller sounds busy

FLIP FOR THE ANSWER
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